
The Party for Papá Luis / La fiesta para Papá Luis 

Everybody loves a birthday party, and there’s a lot to enjoy at Papá Luis’ fiesta! The children excitedly count the 
candy that will fill the piñata. The nieces bring the candles for the birthday cake that Mamá Marta baked. Family 
and friends begin to arrive, and soon, they surprise Papá Luis with his special celebration.
Told in lively verse, this cumulative tale builds from one page to the next as popular children’s book author Diane 
Gonzales Bertrand presents a charming look at a big family gathering that celebrates the patriarch’s birthday. 
Like her previous award-winning book, The Empanadas that Abuela Made / Las empanadas que hacía la abuela, 
Diane Gonzales Bertrand gives emerging readers another book that creates confidence and skills through repeti-
tion and sentence building.  

Teaching Overview
Accompanied by Alejandro Galindo’s whimsical illustrations of big-eyed children and elderly family members 
dancing and enjoying each other, this fun-filled fiesta is sure to delight children ages 4 – 8. After reading this ap-
pealing bilingual story, kids will eagerly begin planning their own birthday parties.

Comprehension Strategies
Before Reading 
PK- Grade 3
Bring objects to start story discussion like a piñata (star-shaped suggested), birthday candles, a bag with wrapped 
candies or pictures of birthday cakes.  Ask children to look at the front cover of the book and predict the story. 
Ask children to practice repeating the title in both English and the Spanish.
Ask children to examine the illustration on the rear cover and make predictions
Open the back of the book to discuss author and illustrator for the book and their biographies. What do readers 
learn about the author and illustrator?
Open front of the book and show title page, dedication page, noting again both languages 

Reading Progresses
There are text dividers, illustrations to separate the English lines from the Spanish text.  The illustrator follows a 
sequence between the text dividers and the main picture.  Pause during the storytelling to point out and discuss 
the connections between each pair of illustrations. 
The words “the piñata that hung at the party for Papá Luis” can be recited in chorus after the second sequence to 
increase interest and participation
After Reading
•	 Young	children	can	be	invited	to	design,	draw,	and	decorate	their	own	piñatas,	giant	birthday	cake,	or	
draw other ideas for gifts a man like Papá Luis would enjoy.  
•	 Make	a	class	list	of	names	used	for	grandparents
•	 Older	children	can	write	descriptive	paragraphs	about	their	favorite	birthday	memory

Other Follow-Up / Extension Activities
•	 Paper	Chains
•	 One	Long	Sentence
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